Association Discussion Day Report
On 27th September Trinity Grace Church hosted our sixth and final association discussion meeting. We have held these meetings over the past eighteen months seeking to establish a national association of confessional Baptist churches. At these meetings we have discussed many issues related to the confession of faith, such as confessional subscription, the necessity of associationalism and the purpose and benefits of holding communion together. These meetings have strengthened our conviction of the necessity of associating according to the mind of Christ for the good of our churches. We have also grown in our desire to associate on a national level, so that we might testify to the faith we confess throughout the UK. After much deliberation, we are now pleased to present a constitution to our churches for approval, with the hopes of formally constituting an association in the new year. We give all praise to our God and Father who has directed us in love and granted the fullness of wisdom to us in the Son, by the power of his Sprit. We thank our triune God for blessing our meetings and being pleased to unite our churches together for the advancement of our good and his glory among us. 
The discussion meeting began with a wonderful exhortation by Peter Petra, pastor of North Church Leicester. He encouraged us as ministers of the gospel from 1 Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.”  In light of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s people can and ought to remain steadfast in our life and doctrine. We ought to press on in the work he has called us to, knowing that our work has eternal significance in Christ. Pete also applied this to the work of building an association, as we believe this to be the outworking our biblical and confessional ecclesiology. We can labour as churches with the promise that if it is in the Lord, then our labours together as churches is profitable. God’s promise motivates us in our ministry, for the Lord has already guaranteed the success of the gospel in the world, according to the divine counsel and the resurrection of Christ. Therefore, we can press on in our ministry and be steadfast in all of our labours by clinging to this promise of God from his word.  We serve the Lord as those who have already been granted the victory in Christ. 
This exhortation was a great encouragement as we considered the state of our churches. We had eight churches represented, each reporting on the spiritual state of their church, as well as how the confession is lived out in their worship, piety, and practice. These reports were significant, as we believe the reports of the churches will be the catalyst for our mutual love and support. They will also be able to direct our association in the work we should be engaged in. Our constitution states, “The messengers of the churches shall meet on a scheduled basis to give a report of their church’s spiritual state, to assess their needs and to consult together. On the basis of this, the association will determine specific objectives, hear and discuss questions and address problems.”  It was such a joy to hear from the churches about both the spiritual growth in their congregations, as well as their present difficulties, so that we might be able both to rejoice with and care for them. This led to a time of prayer seeking the Lord on behalf of the churches. It was a sweet time of communion with God, zealously seeking this will for our churches. 
The second half of the day consisted in deliberating on the draft constuition. The draft constitution was finalised by the messengers and now can be taken back to our particular churches for consideration, review and approval.  Besides editing the document, we discussed various procedures on how to best care for members of our congregations. We sought to work out the principles of 26.15 of our confession and to make sure that our procedures for handling doctrinal and administrative issues among churches or members, was thoroughly biblical and confessional. Our confession states:
In cases of difficulties or differences, either in point of doctrine or administration, wherein either the churches in general are concerned, or any one church, in their peace, union, and edification; or any member or members of any church are injured, in or by any proceedings in censures not agreeable to truth and order: it is according to the mind of Christ, that many churches holding communion together, do, by their messengers, meet to consider, and give their advice in or about that matter in difference, to be reported to all the churches concerned.
Our forefathers in the faith maintained a good balance between the independence and interdependence of the local church, ensuring that an association doesn’t overstep its authority, while at the same time seeking to protect individual members of our churches. We sought to give a clear avenue for how we ought to work through issues, when they will arise, and how we might give and receive counsel in unresolved cases. We believe our constitution reflects our confessional ecclesiology, and that these procedures will better enable the advancement of peace, unity and spiritual prosperity among us. Our desire is to see biblical churches governed by God’s word in all matters of faith and practice. 
Our first association meeting is planned for 7th March 2023, where we hope to constitute as a national association of confessional Baptist churches. Please join with us in praying for our churches and this future association. We also ask that other confessional Baptist churches prayerfully consider holding communion with us under the 2nd London Baptist Confession of Faith 1677/89. We desire for our churches to give glory to God in our purity of doctrine and holiness in practice, which we believe will only be maintained and furthered by an association of churches. This is what our forefathers in the faith desired for their national association of churches which met in 1693. They wrote in their narrative of the general assembly:
The great God who hath given us a being in this world, and through our blessed Lord delivered us when fallen into a miserable state by sin, calls for all both of nature and grace to be employed for his glory; and our continual study should be, how we should give up both soul and body a living sacrifice to him: his service is both our duty and our reward, the highest honour and happiness of our nature both here and to eternity. It exceedingly becomes us who are the redeemed of the Lord to say so, and to render the glory of it to him, both in purity of doctrine concerning the grace of redemption, and in holiness of life.
We pray that a newly formed association will be a means to enable and ensure these ends, so that we might be kept pure in doctrine and holiness to the glory of our Triune God.  
Soli Deo Gloria,
The Elders of Trinity Grace Church 


You can read the constitution here: 
trinitygracechurch.net/association-of-confessional-baptist-churches-uk/
Churches Present: 
1. Trinity Grace Church, Ramsbottom
2. Stanely Park Church, Liverpool
3. Countesthorpe Baptist Church, Leicestershire 
4. Living Hope Bible Church, Lydd 
5. Christ Church, Loughborough
6. North Church, Leicester
7. Ridley Hall Evangelical Church, Battersea 
8. Trinity Baptist Church, Charlesworth 
