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Middle East Reformed Fellowship—“Declaring the Whole Counsel of God”

“Faithful, Fruitful and Cost-Effective Indigenous Missions!”
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“Blessed are those
who)are persecuted
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for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
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From the beginning
of the 20th century,

eastern Mediterranean
and western Asian lands
have been dramatically
impacted by the constant
ebb and flow of interna-
tional geopolitical ten-
sions. Religious and eth-
nic divisions have repeat-
edly led to civil conflicts
and proxy wars, bringing
chaos and suffering to
tens of millions, especial-
ly to Christian minori-
ties.

Armenian &
Assyrian Christians

Early in the century,
joint action by Ottoman
Turks and Kurdish mili-
tias carried out ethnic
and religious cleansing
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and genocide. One and
half million Armenian
Christians were mas-
sacred, along with sev-
eral hundred thousand
Assyrian  Christians.
Also, hundreds of
Armenians were deport-
ed from Asia Minor to
the Syrian desert of Deir-
ez-Zor to face exposure
and starvation. Then, in
1948 tens of thousands
of Christians lost their
homes and livelihood
in Palestine, including
Armenian refugees from
Anatolia who had fled
there.

Iraqi Christians

In the later part of the
20th century, 12 years of
sanctions against Iraq

caused the whole popu-
lation much deprivation,
followed by its invasion.
This led to the toppling
of the secular Iraqi gov-
ernment, under which
the Christian minority
had enjoyed much free-
dom and protection.
Various Islamists took
power, Christians and
other minorities faced
horrors and hostilities.
The vast majority of the
Iraqi Christian popula-
tion (about 2 million) lost
everything. Most escaped
over the borders to Syria
and Jordan, becoming
refugees. Others fled
to Christian villages in
northern Iraq. In the
Iraqi capital, Baghdad,
the large Evangelical/
Reformed congregation
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once had over twelve
hundred members, but
now there are less than
one hundred.

Syria

A few weeks ago, region-
al and international geo-
political efforts have
also caused the sudden
collapse of the secu-
lar Syrian government.
Longstanding western
sanctions against Syria
and confiscation of its
natural and financial
resources severely weak-
ened the government and
impoverished most of the
population. Strong exter-
nal economic, military
and logistical support
readied Islamic Jihadists
to take advantage of the
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situation.
Although
relatively
small in num-
bers, Islamist
groups previ-
ously affili-
ated with
Al-Qaeda
and ISIS and
still ~ listed
internation-
ally as terror-
ists, quickly
swept through
Syria from northern and
southern neighbouring
countries. Shockingly,
weary secular Syrian gov-
ernment armed forces
and security personnel,
weakened and demoral-
ized, showed no serious
resistance.  Evidently,
bribed top generals gave
orders to walk away or
surrender. Those who
resisted were shot dead
on the spot.
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So, the Islamic Jihadists
speedily seized power,
proclaiming themselves
the new government and
Syria a Sunni Islamic
state to be strictly ruled
by Islamic “Sharia” law.
A new governmental
decree forbids the use of
non-Islamic terms in all
official government doc-
uments. In fact, now the
exclusive use of 14-cen-
tury old Koranic public
greetings is imposed.
Within a few days,
the newly-established
Jihadist Syrian Ministry
of Education announced
plans for an Islamic cur-
riculum for all schools
and educational institu-
tions, both public and
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private.

Syrian Christians

About 15% of the Syrian
population are profess-
ing Christians. Until the
beginning of the 21st
century, they numbered
close to two million.
Harsh economic sanc-
tions imposed by the
West, causing the whole
population to suffer, has
led most to immigrate to
other countries. At least
three hundred thou-
sand Syrian Christians
remain. Shock and fear
fell on the predominantly
Christian small towns,
and villages. In major
Syrian cities, in a show
of force, armed Islamists
patrolled the streets of

Christian
hoods. In some remote

neighbour-

towns, they entered and
occupied historic church
buildings. They burned
Christmas trees and
destroyed  Christmas
decor. Some armed men
were heard announc-
ing intentions to turn
churches into mosques.
Some Christians have
shown much courage
by standing as unarmed
guards of church build-
ings.

It is still unclear what
will become of Syrian
Christians. Many won-
der whether they will be
allowed freedom of wor-
ship or to keep their jobs.
What is clear is the most
urgent need for earnest
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Many Syrian
Christians,
mostly young
people, have
escaped across
the border to
Lebanon to
seek refuge in
predominant-
ly Christian
areas.  This
includes hun-
dreds of evan-
gelical believers. MERF
already partners with
Lebanese church vol-
unteers to provide dia-
conal aid to the needi-
est displaced southern
Lebanese Christian fami-
lies. Naturally this will be
extended to needy Syrian
refugees.

Recent events in Syria
point again to the stra-
tegic importance of
MERF’s Arabic radio and
online ministry which
brings the gospel to
Syria and the 22 nations
of the Arab League. A
few months ago, T.M. a
Christian teacher from
Homs, central Syria
expressed her gratitude
for this ministry:

“..I thank God for your
wise and winsome pre-
sentation of our blessed
gospel. I regularly pray for
you all and for the work of
the Holy Spirit in minds
and hearts of many who
hear and read these won-
derful messages...I once
overheard two Muslim
colleagues discussing a
saying of Christ which
they read on one of the
sites...”
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