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Witness in. Yemen
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()nce a major prosperous
trade hub on the end

of the Arabian Peninsula
where the Red Sea meets
the Indian Ocean, Yemen
is now one of the poorest
nations on earth. Early on,
the gospel spread south
via busy land and sea trade
routes from the eastern
Mediterranean to the Red
Sea coast down to Yemen.

Good Beginning

The  Christian faith
advanced well in western
Arabia and Yemen. From
the beginning of the second
century to the middle of the
fourth, the gospel spread
with relative ease. Modern
archeological excavations
have uncovered remains

of simple worship facilities
used by the thriving early
Yemeni Christians. Sadly,
the church became theo-
logically weak and syn-
chronistic. It was heavily
impacted by monasticism.

Persecution

From the latter part of the
fourth century until the
rise of Islam in the sixth
century, weakened Yemeni
and Arabian churches
began to encounter strong
persecution by the eco-
nomically and militarily
powerful emerging Jewish
political establishment. The
early followers of Islam also
faced immense local oppo-
sition from these small, but
prosperous Jewish commu-
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nities.
Weakened Church

The prophet Mohammed
and early Muslims sympa-
thized with and defended
some Christian beliefs that
are vehemently denied by
Talmudic Judaism. Islamic
teaching always affirms
Christ’s virgin birth and
respects his and his moth-
er’s integrity. Still, the weak,
fragmented Christian com-
munity drifted away from
the blessing and protection
of God’s Word. It lost the
gospel message about the
pervasiveness of sin and
the riches of God’s saving
grace in Christ. So, at the
pace that Islam advanced,
the Yemeni and Arabian
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churches shrank, absorbed
into Islam.

Islamized

Beyond the middle of the
8th century, there is no
evidence of an organized
national Christian church
in Yemen. Small groups
of Islamized Christians
continued to value some
Christian concepts inher-
ited by oral tradition, such
as reciting the Lord’s prayer
and the beatitudes. They
also had access to the Book
of Psalms and fragments of
the New Testament.

Small New
Beginning
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revived trade routes
between Yemen and the
eastern Mediterranean,
opening the way for
Yemenis to interact with
Middle Eastern Christians.
The British colonial period
enabled some missionar-
ies to begin small low-
key evangelistic efforts in
Yemen. The full Arabic
Bible became available.
This was blessed with a
significant number of con-
versions in major urban
centers such as Sanaa, in
the north and Aden, in the
south. Nobody knows for
sure the present number of
Yemeni Christians.

Radio and Internet

Today, the majority of the
population of 34 million
belongs to Sunni Islam. A
significant minority fol-
lows a form of Shiite Islam.
MERF’s Arabic gospel
radio broadcasts and inter-
net ministries provide
immense opportunities

daily to reach the Yemeni
masses. The dawn of the
Internet has made it possi-
ble to establish contact with
a small but growing num-
ber of Yemeni converts.
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The vast majority remain
quiet about their faith. In
the past, there were inci-
dents of severe persecution
and even a few martyr-
doms. However, in recent
times, sensational claims of
persecution could not be
credibly documented.

Yemeni believers gather
in homes for worship and
Bible study. Internet con-
tact enables us to connect
faithful Yemenis to one
another. In urban areas,
some interact with believ-
ers in other countries by
internet.

Civil War

Sadly, since 2011, Yemen has
suffered immensely from a
protracted proxy civil war
between the two branches
of Islam, the Shiite north
versus the Sunni south.
Each is supported by rival
countries in the region,
like Iran and Saudi Arabia.
So, much of the popula-
tion suffers economically,
deprived of sufficient food
and medical care. This has
resulted in significant lev-
els of disenchantment with
Islam in both communities.
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East and West

A few years ago, in
the Lord’s provi-
dence, a faithful
Canadian pastor
connected us with
a believing young
Yemeni couple
he met over the
internet.  Their
baby daughter was
born with a life-
threatening con-
dition. They were
enabled to travel
to Cairo, Egypt
for her treatment,
where we and
other MERF staff
met them. The
Lord gracious-
ly provided the
expert medical care needed
to save their baby’s life. We
rejoiced to learn that other
members of both sides of
their family have also come
to faith in Christ. Thanks
to the internet, we still have
fellowship with them and
other Yemeni believers.

T and K, of Aden, Yemen
are a middle-aged couple
who were not interested
in religion when they
married in their teens.
Providentially, together
they first heard the gospel
over the airwaves 18 years

ago. They agreed to con-
tinue listening and decided
to request a copy of the
New Testament. Within
three years, they confessed
their faith to one another
and to T’s aunt, whom
they discovered belonged
to a small home meeting.
They joined the group,
together with their daugh-
ter and her husband and a
few other believers. T says:
“..18 years ago we heard
that Jesus gives new life.
We first joked and laughed
about it...We now know
that it is a most precious
divine gift...”
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